(NB there is another RA example at the end of Guidance file)
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British Orienteering



Risk Assessment for Events with some or 

all legs on public streets

Purpose of Risk Assessment

The purpose of this risk assessment for an orienteering event is to look at all aspects of the event organisation and planning, the potential hazards, the persons likely to be affected, the procedures already in existence and those that need to be put in place to minimise the risks. You should also refer to Appendix E (Event Safety) of the BOF Rules 2003. It covers areas that the Organiser, Planner and Controller should be considering whether this form existed or not, so should not impose any great additional workload. It is intended to ensure that all relevant issues are considered systematically so that nothing gets forgotten.

Completion of Risk Assessment for a street Event

Due to the unique nature of street Orienteering events, it has been necessary to devise a different type of risk assessment from those used at other events. In particular the following changes have been made:

1) The planner should complete the assessment as he is in the best position to mitigate the risks by modifying course design.

2) A points-based system has been devised in order to identify where action is required.

3) In particular for urban events it may be necessary to assess each leg individually.

4) Score events pose particular problems and all likely legs should be considered 

Definitions

Hazard: An unsafe state or condition with the potential to cause harm to competitors or others.

Risk Assessment: A measure of the chance of a particular hazard causing harm and of the severity of harm caused. It is not sufficient to carry out an assessment and identify high-risk hazards (if any); action must be taken to reduce the risk from such hazards to an acceptable level.

Severity: a measure of the worst injury which is likely to occur as a result of an accident. Note that it is not usually possible to reduce the severity.

Risk: A measure of the likelihood of an accident to take place

Risk Factor: The multiple of severity and risk which is used to determine when action to lower the risk should be taken.

The Risk Assessment

This uses a simple table with the following points:

Low severity = Serious injury (loss of limb/eye/life) unlikely to result from an accident

High severity = Serious injury (loss of limb/eye/life) likely to result from an accident

Low risk = Small chance of accident

High risk = Great chance of accident

To complete the form, record low severity and low risk as 1 point and high severity and high risk as 2 points. Multiply together to get the risk factor. The risk factor can then be used to determine if action is required to lower the risk:

Risk Factor 
1
Action not normally required

2
Action may be required

4
Action required

What mitigations might you use to lower the risk factor?

For urban events the most likely risk is from traffic. If a particular leg has scored a factor of 4, the following might be considered:

-Use of a Safe crossing point (bridge, underpass) with control site.

-Planning around the area

-Manned crossing. Although this is unlikely to help on very busy roads and timed crossings don’t sit well with the Sprint Format.

-Selection of crossing points with good line of sight away from road junctions

-Warning on description sheet and in pre-event information

Other likely hazards

This list may not be exhaustive however, the following could be hazardous:

1) Other competitors – avoid clashing course directions

2) Dogs, cyclists, horses and (in small streets) pedestrians

3) Walls and steep drops. Note that people can die if they fall from over 2 metres, so try to avoid such temptations in planning, even if the barrier is marked using one of the uncrossable symbols.

4) Stairs can also cause a risk if not clearly marked

5) Hazardous rubbish, for example discarded needles, broken glass, etc. in the vicinity of control sites

Particular Risks for Children

It may be deemed by the Organiser that the risk to children’s Safety (U16) will preclude them from competing, this should be the conclusion if:

1) There are no safe methods to cross busy roads

2) If the course passes them through an isolated area which exposes them to significant personal risk

Risk Assessment for XXXXXX Street Event on 25 November 20XX
	Event Name:
	XXXXX Street Event

	Event Date:
	25th November 20XX

	Event Venue:
	XXXXX
	Expected number of competitors:


	60

	Assessment completed by:
	Print name

ROBERT NASH
	Assessment reviewed by:
	Print name

Karen Nash

	Date 
	Signed
	Date

17th November 20XX
	Signed


Event Arrangements and Contact Details

	
	Name
	Contact Number

	Organiser
	Robert Nash
	XXXXXXXXXX

	First Aid cover
	First Aid Kit
	

	Local Casualty Department
	Royal Preston Hospital
	01772 716565


Risk Assessment Form

(see enclosed map where hazards identified below are shown)
	Course/ Leg
	Hazard
	Severity
	Risk
	Risk Factor
	Mitigation

	Area A
	A number of deep ponds and water channels
	2
	1
	2
	Area identified on master map and competitors strongly advised to only use paths

	Areas B
	The two canals in the competition area
	2
	2
	4
	Competitors told to only cross canals at bridges – controls sited so this is only logical choice

	Areas C
	Roundabouts
	2
	2
	4
	The roads will have significantly reduced traffic during the event time slot – competitors are reminded to take particular care at roundabouts and to use the islands when crossing

	Areas D
	Minor roads with no pavement
	2
	2
	4
	Competitors  will have both high visibility clothing and torches

	Steps
	Steps on course
	2
	1
	2
	These are marked on the map each competitor will be carrying

	Mud
	Especially muddy paths
	2
	1
	2
	Those paths which are very muddy are marked on the competitors map – if it has been very wet prior to the event then a notice will be put up advising caution on any indistinct path.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


